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High speed ground transportation -- Law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . . . stration within the United States Department of
Transportation (DOT) with an estimated 70, 000 new Federal employees at a cost of 6. 8 billion in FY 2002 alone, including 50, 000 airport security
personnel. The Federal government has also provided significant subsidies to support public transit, including local bus, commuter rail, light rail,
and trolley bus transportation. Since 1970, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has received 106 billion in Federal funding. Transit ridership
has risen dramatically in recent years, rising to 9. 5 billion commuter trips in calendar year 2001. A recent report by the United States General
Accounting Office (GAO) stated that Although the level of New Starts funding is higher than it has ever been, the demand for these resources is also
extremely high. TEA-21 identified over 190 projects nationwide as eligible to compete for New Starts funding. (Report GAO-02- 0603) In effect,
Federal transportation policies have promoted the development of highways, aviation, and transit systems, while significantly less attention has
been paid to the development of our rail passenger system. Since 1971, the Federal government has spent over 400 billion of taxpayer funds on the
highway system, over 170 billion on our aviation system, 106 billion on transit, yet, in spite of its critical importance to our nations transportation,
only 25 billion on rail passenger service. Notably, however, congestion, security, and environmental quality issues and the current imbalance in our
national transportation system have given rise to a reevaluation of Federal transportation spending policies. Congestion-related economic losses
continue to cause loss of productivity. The costs of highway congestion include delay, increased travel time, increased...
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